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who only faid Lord!- Lord! and did not ds the Will” 
of bis Faiber which- ſent him; which ſuch a Faith 
would not readily lead them to: Indeed whar theſs 
Ends were is not ex reſzly related in the Coſpels, 


but left to. be col _ * Mi 70 by View of 4 nr 
the ultimate Deſign of 3 ini by his Me- 
thod of executing it, as termin in-Chriſt, as his 


Forerunner. Neither is it ſaid iat 75. Belief” in, 15 
Chriſt was to be declared by the Subject prece Os 
Baptiſm, ' or immediately. conſequent” upon ſub-" | 
2 to it. Theſe are things left to be deduced © - 
| = m ſomewhat: obſcure wi na ethyl 

ren can be onl tive u r, or? - 

_ againſt any Sen arora tes this Part of his". 

Boctrine: And that which preponderates, can do 

ſo only upon probable Evidence, and not enpheie 

and expreſs Paſſages of Scripture. But oY 

acknowledge 7his-to be the State-of the preſenc Subs! . * 
ject, and under which View of 11 1 undertook to Uh! is 

veſtigate it; yet let it bo obſerved, that this is not 5 

a Method of Procedure: peculiit to this / Subj 19 
| becauſe it is a common one, and applicable los 

5 Variety which have no other Data tõ roceed up- 
on, or Evidences to conclude with, thaꝶ Inferenceg'- 
deduced from the cleareſt Premiſes obtainable 0 
by an impartial Compariſon of Paſſages: And wh 

Jet, ————— g the 7 ly the Senti- 
ment a out of it, is on probab true, great 
Condence __ 72 K Wer 2 77 LY 
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that all che Accounts we have, except. that in Polity; 
Chap. iii. f his preaching that the People, ſhould. 
believe on Chriſt who was to comes: is: directed only 
| to, thoſe wha came. to attend apo &þis Doctrine, 
an dae mene 908 an ne Nr ples: That is, 


| But; at in John he ſpoke to 
ſome that jw; ſang: that had not. Whether: 
there is any Reaſon from hend to infer, that in or: 
de for a8 70 become a Diſciple of his, tb e 
believe this important Truth, and thereby be pre 
pared, When he, came to emhraceo him in his — 4 


Character, I ſuhmis to Conſidargtiohe, I hall , 


oF, N the Words of wma jthe iwelve: Adon: 
| wi tin — aying ue f Feoc 
ple. that they ſbould believe on him which: ſhout $ 

alder bim, i. e, pn Chriſt. Jeſus. I ben dbey — 1 
bis, ib wort eee Name ef the Lord Je- 
ſus... Theſe Words compare wich What hath been 
advanced, ; I think en much. to favour my Sug- 
geſtion of Faith in the Meſſian to: come being made 

5 er to. e Haptiin n 6s dis Diſciples for, 
toit, in ord Prepare them as » 
the Privileges and Bleſliogs- of his Kingdom, wt 
he informed his Audiences was juſt at 

| be of. the * 


a being beptized with: the Holy Ghoſt. 
And how — it was ſuch bea be engaged 
beteye in him n ascertained, 


plat 0; 1 2 


Knguiry, AH: 


CYGNUS od. wo. paw ant. a. a ls 
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— 5 Repentance or | 


ad... And. 
Fay Gen, great and bleſſed. Peculiarities 
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| ae — 1 
Baptiſ ce Fobw's De | 

hiving been d inte this Belief of the Meſ 
fiah'to'come,- and-char he ſhould baptize them with 
the Holy Ghoſt Fer it is faid w en they heard 
_ what was he ae Nature © John's GC, 


ticmlarly 2 and'the Name FA: 
Lord Feſus;: hey wine re-baptizad, - OBESE Le 
That they had not the Bapdim of. Jobe 


adminiſtered to them, ſeems to me evident, becauſe 
when Paul aſked them if they had received K;-ahiep 
teplied theꝝ had not {> much as heard whether there 1 
de any Holy Ghoſt. They did not ſuy they aa 
not ſo much as heard whether it was 1 5 
ſuppoſe, but they had not fo much a jerhs 
there Was any :: Which ere Senſes) of. be W (= + 
are manifeſtly different; and the” latter I think es 
the genuine one, 3 N 4 
1 com 
#s'Go ſpl he preached-t0: he Pore La 


CS Die Nees age Pen, : 
in, - agreeably -vþ whit he. 


mitted to -Foba's- Baptiſ bl 
taught the People; and: . Hh ers 
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well as theſe. For if Foby's Bap, hot quali- 
ky every one for recerv ing it who Gotititaed rely 
uch, it would qualify none. There 1 1 humbly 
eonceive, no/aygiditig this-Con But if it 
be affirmed tò be true,; —— * make is 
rer en nah dale fd: Pre 


Aa — hat) ood Nerd of: rity ner i 2 


, 5 


of the Meſſiah to. come, by thoſe who, came to his 
Baptiſm, and even that Baptiſm. muſt be Fe-ads | 
minittered to them, in order to receive the! 
Ghoſt. If any one can prove that this was the 
true State of things, I will give up the whole 
Argument: For let it be remembered, that Bap- 
tiſm.and its prior Appendages Repentance Be- 
lief in the Meſſiah to come that he: ſhould bap- 
tize them with the Holy Ghoſt and its C 


dee King Remiſſion of Sins, and an Entrance into 5 


ngdom of God; is the Sutiftance of af Fobn's 
= ſo far at leaſt as e us _ 
into it. e 
But to avoid this . ROE hs Text con npare 
| mh what hath been advanced, affords an e 5 and 
obvious Solution of the Difficulty, by . out 
the Reaſon why theſe — were re · b 


tized, 
without including all his Diſciples ; "which it it is 
not admitted of as a juſt Explication of it, or ſome 


better ſubſtituted in its. Stead, te: Conſequences 1 
have put muſt inevitably follow. s. 


But maintaining the chr Senſe of che Text 1 
to what 1 have adyanced, equally include all. 


: the Diſciples of Chriſt, ee; — ſuck 


his perſonal Miniſtry, as it. is moſt probable he 
baptized. not in his on Name, but preached as 

N pears from Marth. iy. 19. Mark i. 
16 · {This Subject, i. e. the Goſpel Cbriſt preached; © 


John did; as a 
is. moſt ingeniouſly ſtated and ſupported: by Mr. 


© Locke; in his Reajonableneſs of Chriftianity.] This 
. . - Obſervation. will, I preſume, augment the. Diffi- 


- culty of proſecuting che above Taſk, put to thoſe 
Pho 13 the e I bare eee of the 
4 os Text * (i. e. Ads xix. 5 ) if my Expli- 

cation of it be juſt, I preſume affords an exceed- 


ing y * * to lead, ps to al. 
certain 
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the Meſiab to — and — baptize 
them with the Holy Ghoſts as well as when it was 
made neceſſary they ſhould declare their Aſſent to 
1 ind Expedtatiqn of che Fulfilmentiof che Pro- 
miſe made to them, i. e. at their Baptiſm, Let it 
be obſerved, that I am far from aſſerting this is the. - 
— or only Senſe of the Text: Since it might 
be ſubſequent to Baptiſm that they fully aſſented to 
| one, and expected the Completion of the other. 
But when we conſider, as 1 have endeavoured to 
prove, that this was inſiſted on as a real Part of 
Jobis Goſpel, which he preached to the People 
chat came to his Baptiſm, who were not become 
his Diſciples,” and the profeſſed End of his Mini- 
ſtry, it ſeems moſt natuùral to ſuppoſe, that if they 
became his Diſciples; they would believe in his 
hole Doctrine, as well as a Part of it. And as 


| this was a real Part of it Which he preached, in 


Connexion with the Baptiſm of Repentance, whoſe 
Character ſuch could not diſpute as a I nb tm nl 
they would as readily-embrace the one as a 
of their Faith upon his Authority, as ſubmit” to 
his Baptiſm in order to attain its ſalutary Benefits. 
And indetd it is abſurd to ſuppoſe that they ſſibduld 
believe in him, ſo far as to ſubmit to his Baptiſm, - 
and yet diſbelieve his prophetic Declarations, c- 
cerning that very OE ens they all expected would 
ſoon appear, and which many of them aſked” him S 
Whether he were not the Perſon. . 
I am far from peremptorily affirming that it was: 
propounded to them at their Baptiſm, as an Ar- 


ticle of their Faith, and without t Acknowledge- 
ment of which he would not have rettived them to 
it: Becauſe (as I have obſerved) there is no imme · 
diliate Occaſion for it, inaſmuch as it is more than 
bea * eee came to ſubmit to 
* a it, 


% 


1 would-as, cordial d fully d lie 5e ln it a m 
—_— Truth, b pon his Declaration of it, as 
x that: they/ſhould\ receive Remifſion of Sing conft. 
quent upon Repentande and Ba They hac 
equally as much Need of Faith in 1his Parr of his 
_ Goſpel as in the arber; ſince they had no other 
Method by which they could: know! tbat was ful- 
filled to them, any mare than the other: They 
both: reſted upon —— his pro £ 
— And. ee when . — to his 
4 m and gave proper Evidence of their —_ 
prepared for it, it included a/Belief of it upon 
preaching; and ' fo: conſequently of the other, fc! .. 
Remiſſion of Sins, as equally believed in, upon the. 
lame Authority. And conſequently it was as plainly” 
implied in their coming to his Baptiſm, that they 
aſſented to the Mole of his Doctrine as coming 
from God, as am Part of it; and as this was a real 
Fart of.it, as much ſo as the other, it includes this 
in it alſo; and that be ſhould baptize them with thi 
rc h a5 L. ſhall endeavour to how: here 
- er. 25 67; 141.90 8 e 
And indeed, it ſeems mende 005 apps, | 
purpole t pr epare a People for 
the Lardi that thols: — in an eſpe- 
cial Manner, by engaging them to Repentance and 
a Submiſſion to Baptitm for the Remiſſion of Sins, 
and who thereby Ae into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, ue. after Chriſt came, ſtand in Need of 
being inſtructed into the Belief of that Perſon © 
who was by them to be N as thelr Ll cor 
King and whoſe Subjets they were to commence, 
conſequent upon his coming. I fay, to ſuppoſe; 
this true is really abſurd: Becauſe it is quite befide 
the profeſſed End of his coming, and the Teſti- 
mony he bore of Chriſ to the Fews in 2 
| Part of the Goſpel he preached? to hem. 
And therefore as Thave obſerved when he 5 
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But further: When We conſider: that the Heut 


in general wete in Expactstion af his coming. 
ang, all Men naked in in their: Hears: whether Fake 
was the Chref. or not. and the 

to hi debe fatiah 

s himſelf from anſwering them in the negative, 
as he often. gid. by aſſuting them that Cbriſt as at 
Hand, or would ſoon appear, 
Character. And therefore. al 21l thoſe Jews: * 
not. become his Diſciples, ho believed in his 


phetic Charactar, as: Ong ent af God (which: they | 
ho the. 


nun general did) could: not-avoid; believing: 

$ Truth of what be Bid, though they might not em- 
brace dis Golpel, or Criſta hen he came. I mean 
. dom the. een ofthe great Repugy 
and the CharaGier þa actually ſultained: 25 the real 

Meſſiah. On Which Account it is, not very 
| gn ons that many al Jobs Diſt pes 

uld nat him, as that Fetfon they 

believed. on in is Miniſtry... Becauſe: it is moſt 
reaſonable to imagine, they laboured under the 


ſame National Prejudices that ſame, if not; our | 
£ e 
ation o eee d 


Lord's Diſciples. did, even 
hich. enn i an 


to ſuppoſe, t. that, Role who. wen, prevailed. up | 
becotne-his Diſciples indeed, fully aſſented to it as a 


real Object of their Faith, ſceing they. then pure : 


greater external Proofs of it, as more particular 
expecting its full Comp | 
tho Whol of e 


3 conchude that obus Diſciples: were 


IT. ay ta Mie. Ale cre 


dint oult 69 he Peoples: pd 


Application they, 
about it; he -eqQuld: nat 


and ſuſtain that; 


(28) 


: * ſubmit to it, according to the] Deſign of PIR mY 5 
his Goſpel: Becauſe whoever would not believe in 


; - this Part of his Doctrine, upon his Au 


chority, 
could not properly become a Diſciple of his; inaf- 


much as his whole. Miniſtry terminated in, or was 


to be finiſhed in this very Perſon. And e 
to diſbelieve this bart of it was not only in Fact diſ- 
believing his Doctrine, but alſo calling in Queſtion 


the Truth of his Miſſion, as his Harbinger or Fore-' 
runner. For no one could conſiſtently. co 
his Baptiſm, and exerciſe a Faith in the obt 
Remiſſion of Sins, and yet not then at leaſt fully 


aſſent to the Truth of the other. I ſay, they could 
not conſiſtently diſbelieve it then, however they 
might renounce it afterwards, when he did come. 


But if they did, they muſt of Conſequence be un- 
qualified to ee his Subjects, 5. e. ſuch as he. 
would own: And therefore affords a corrobora 


Argument in Favour of what I plead for, by . : 


ing how eſſentially neceſſary a Part this was of 


Jobn's Goſpel, in order to anſwer effectually its. 


true Ends. For ſuppoſing they had not, prior to 
his coming, really believed in this; they had been 
unprepared to on him by becoming his Diſciples, 
excluſive of being convinced of it by Chriſt himſelf, 


But then, this would have been a very imperfe&t 4 
Preparation of a People for him when he did come; 


becauſe then, one of the important and eſſential 


cations for their eg Aach Ws 1 


been totally omitted. | 

But finally, I ſhall add, as what carries in it, 
when impartially attended to, almoſt, if not quite 
a demonſtrative Certainty, that the Senſe T have 
given of the preceding Paſſages is true, in the Rea- 
ſonings built upon them, in Proof of what I plead 


b for, that Faith in Chriſt as to come, was A 


neceſſary Condition of becoming a Diſciple of John's; is 
— F recorded Fobn 1. 6, 77 8. That Curie 


ply with 


/ ene Y* and& lr ros 
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Which is is to pr 5 217 
| 2 . Mind, as a F 
t he was at Hand, or wo ppear z 
te , i Feigen of the Feel Praphe 
e Old Teſtament, and their general Ea 

* him at that Time And 5 5 that When 95 7 
come, and he was made ac juainted with him, 
cording to what was revealed to his Mind Concerns 
gh uw his C6romiſſion Was gt to bear Witnels, 


K. Voice he hed Fo een Mkr, J 
Part of his Commiſſion, wich eech rell, . 
is more properly bearing 9 TR of. him. 


? 
Fz 


chan the other: As I think the Scripture WI 
me out in that Diſtinction, 1 0 which 1 Hall en- 
deavour to confirm. 
That there is this Diſtin 8 1 om 


the ſubſequent Conſiderations. — - Before Chri Was, 


baptized, or that he knew. him, he is only. aid to 
preach, a B ar oy 72 that Chriſt was coming, ! 
Fart of the romulged to the Peop 


As 
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| not once aw pro 
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after me, &c.. 7 Ei; once ©: a 

K ds Ge deer is Regeln g take Notice : 
of That thefe P in the vangeliks 0 
. e by ohn Pre or to Ei Saptiſtn, f a 

_ evident from their feyeral Contents. Br. Rol : 
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Maple 7 222 175 255 16 45 Mae, 7 5 t off, 
and particularly alluding to the Het A 
Holy Ghoft, as a demoffftrative Prob! Its 

12155 Chriſt, ank a8 illuſtrating the 
rlon made to his Mind concern 
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baptized, he linow Kinky perſonally . — 
tion. To this * emphaticallyalludes; 
und balls b „In his viewing; f. partieulariy, Ver. 
32, 33, 34. And vote, and Rot Before, bears Wits. 
1 of God; e 
(to others) hot I partieulariy by the prior Revæ 
made to him, as at bis B proved ſo, by 
Deſcent ibo Holy Ghoſt, and the Voice from Ha. 
ven, declaring him to be ib Son: of God. And 
therefore, as' have obſerved, 'he' only "Tpe 4 | 
him prior to His Baptiſt as "686 that was do come, 
whoſe Shots Latcher bs Was'viot worthy to floop dnn 
and univoſs,” &; But now he ſpeaks in (different 
Terms, vis, that he Was the Sen of God, from? .- 
what he had ſeen and heard. WA 
The Paſſages Which in Part Stowe this Diſtid-- 
uon between the ſeveral Times to. | theſe 
Words in Fob#, and thoſe in Matthew ' pelizte, 
&c. and the Difference between preaching of him 
as at Hand, and bearing"Witneſs. of him 28 _ 


Hie i. 1927, e < A 7 ts 
gether. * eee FEE Cog k 
- Thar theſe Words were ſpoken by 
Chriſt's Baptiſm, I prove | i 
vations, — In Ver. 26. 


ing. 

anfvered) the br vor 3 to bim ry. 
he ee whick therefore, was after 

his Baptiſm, becauſe till he came to be baptized, he 
did not know him; and eonſequently could not 
have rationally aſſerted thar he was there. And it 
was but the next Day that Foby perſonally pointed 
him out to the People; ſo that before that Time, 
= he. mut have ba ed him. That he had, is 

| - demonſtrably _ 
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or ſix Days afterwards, preg ms 
_— firſt Miracle in Cana, Ne by 

entering upon his public Character; as. may 3 
fair Sachered from Chap. i. 29, 355 43. ili. 2. 


Jobn pe erſonall y pointed him out to the People, that 


bad; had ofjhis, being the Meſſiah at his. 


233. with Chap. Pike Sc. as an Ex 


wk 
demonſtrably elaine) AP it was 


Now it myſt be at leaſt forty Days before 


Chriſt v was F140 0 - Becauſe he was immediately 


afterwards led of » the Spirit into the Wilderneſs to be 
tempred f Satan; during which Time, I preſume, 
it is moſt reaſonable to.conclude he did not aſſociate 
himſelf with the People. And therefore, it muſt 
be prior to this Conference he had with the Fews; 
at leaſt forty Days, that he baptized him. And ſo 


long. he.no Doubt. did-(as he did here) bear Witneſs 
of "Opriſt, as built on the indubitable 1 6cxr he 


| es this View of the real State of things. 


en by'\Fobn fer Chriſt Ml 
ore, as hoſe in Matthew, &c. 


ords- were 
Pg and not be 


were. And in this real Diſtinction in the Times 
' when. they were /poken, it is, I humbly. conceive; 
that we ſhall be only able to account for the * | 
_ ceedingly apparent Difference there is in the Term 
made ufe of, as the Foundation'on which they ariſe. 


And I flatter . iy that what hath been ad, ren- 


ders it more than | probably. Tue, to, — -Ktzentive 


Mind. 

It is, to this W Kind of vienelſing, Sc. which 
John bare of Chriſt after-his Baptiſm, contained in 
Jobn's preaching, that I imagine our Lord p 
ticularly alludes, Chap. v. 33—36. Compare er. 
nana of its 

In about 


true Meaning. And the Jeuss ad 


a controverted Point, refer to this Kind of Teſti- 


mony, Sc. which he bare of Chriſt; as Chap. iii. 
ms 9. Fw they. ** is * apparent, beca b 


{which * : 
„ undoubtedly juſt) it appears that 
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W $ugceſipres. . en 

els. it. Per/iewlarly on ſuch as-would. become ths 
Pap of Chriſt. This; I obſerves; is unreaſun- 
4ble to ſuppoſe ſnould be the State of things, in hig 
Miniſtry in — Kingdom where abſolare Wiſdam = 
fuſt contrived is; and; the ſame Wiſdom prefided 

erer and conducted meh leſſer Parts of it and 

eee eee * 
eee ee gppencs 

— gien 5 be the Nang 

bare Witneſs of to the People, thus they Bale peo; 

eve on him that wat to: come after him, i. e. hor 5 


ct, 
's Commiſſion, which horny rg 


| n 
Ren ic) excluſive. of it; er * 


ES « 36 3 | 
miniſtered 3 n au che Rad noted 
baptized i into the Belief of abe geg vo come, ind 

chat be would baptiae them "with h Hey "Shop, 
which all the genuine Diſciples'of ubm had. 
rem 1'the Whole it e with almoſt, nee 

quite a demonſtrative Certainty; that ubs preathe 

as 2 Pan ſaid to the twelve Men at Epbeſus, the Bap- 
tiſm of Repentance, ſaying” unto the People” that 
they SHOULD BELIEVE ON HIM THAT was ro 
COME. AER HIM, THAT Is N CHRIST Jegue.” 

But tkis Argument will be illuſtrated wen 1 
nas Mereafter ro ſhew how his preaching prepared 
2 People for the Lord. In the mean Time, having 
Fprefume advanced ſufficient to render what I plead 

ighly p ible; I ſhall now proceed t che 

' 'SxconD- Ons2RvarioN under: this — 

8 Wicht was, To ſhew that Jobi eq equally affirmed o 
all thoſe who ſincerely ene ts his Dactrine, that 
the Maſſiab ſhould baptize them with the Holy Ghoſt 
equally as muck; as that he aſſured them Remiſſion 
of Sins was obtainable by Subjection 30 it; ene 

fene of God: ill TLC VE eG Nu N89 & l My 5 

But before I de chat, I preſume it will Bb me 
ceſſary to prove, that aT I be futere Convert 10 
the 'Goſpel 'of Chriſt, after his Aſcenſion bad rhe | 
Holy Ghoſt imparted to them. "This will be neceſ. 

4 y. becadſe it is poſſible the Truth of it may be 
E Ai ute by many Perſons, "if nor died. — 

I propoſe to urge in Proof of | ſo plain 4 Pois | 
bE only to cite the nervous, yet exceeding * Plain 
N of the laſt quoted: Mithor, whoſe Words 
are 4 f 0 10 Ft; N. 4417 "BARE. hgh Hier 1 

. The ner thing that is remarkable in the 
c enferring of: the T oly Ghoſt by the layigg on 
an bfalie A Hands, is that they ſeem to ave 
*© dummunicated Ne to none but-Believers; and t 
all Believers where they came: Whereas the 
ihn e ctogqal H . r Davis I Holy 
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« their Heart, making ths Ante of « — 
«© Conſcience. So we find it was: At il. 3842. 
t and viii. 12—18. and xix. 38. And Attic 5. 
<<: Peter tells the Jes in Anſwer to their 

«© What ſhall we do? Ver. 35, 38. repent and be 
e baptized in the Name of the' Lord Jeſus Ghrift- for 
<« phe Remiſſion of Sins, AND' VE SHALL RECEIVE 


* 32. Peter and the other Apoſtles tell the Coun- 
« cil, that they are Chriſt's Witneſſes, and ſo is 
« alſo the Holy Ghoſt, whom he hath: To 
* THEM THAT-OBEY HIM. And St. P tells the 
«' Galatians, that it is becauſe tbey art Sons, that 
Cad bath ſent-forth the Spirit f bis Son into way 6 
C Hearts. Gal. iv. 4. And becauſe Simon 
Heart was not right with God, but that be Was 
c. in the Gall of Bitterneſs and in the Bond of In- 

« quity, therefore be hath neither Part nor Lot in 
« THAT MATTER, Alis viii. 23. 


* «Believers where came, may appear from the 
following 4 Peier — the Holy 
SGhoſt on the three thouſand Souls that were 
added to: the Church at the Feaſt of 'Pentecaſt > 
0 For, when they being -pricked to the Heart by bi- 
« Diſcourſe, 1 Men and Brethren, what ſpall we 
«'do? —— anſwers, e and be. . 9 
«© 0ne-of you, in the Name 'o 
„ Remiſſion of Sins, and ye ſhall *; CES the Gi Gf 
| * the Holy Ghoſt. For the Promiſe (i. e. of the 
Holy Ghoſt, ly culled"the .promils: of | 

© the Fats, Luke xxiv. 40. Gal. i. 4.) is 10 you 

„ - KT ys I es | 


— 


ly Oe een gern on dt iy mare 


« THE Girr or THE HoLy Gnosr.: And A v. 


e Ther che Apotles gave. the Holy Gul au / 


0 80 
«ond our Ghildre, and- 40. ll ithatare afat my 
« even to as many as the Lord our God. ball cell, 
<8 li. 39, 39. Nothing enn bee more expreſs 
s to this Purpoſe. And it is id,. Mer 44. | 
4 they that gladly received his Word wert hap⸗ 
Tirana, anti at Doubt received the Promiſe — | 
4 upon, i. e. the Gift of the Holy: Shaſt. For 
. and the ſame Day there were 
added to them Iwho had the Gift of the Holy 


” Ghoſt) ob about three thouſand Souls. And Peer 4 
<\ ſpeaks of the Holy Ghoſt as giyen hy God to l 
them [or to all them} that obey him, Ads v. 32. 3 


« And that the Gift. of the Holy Ghoſt is. hers k 
te ſpoken of, as a Witneſs of Chrift's 1 

„ and Exaltatian at the Right Hand of God: f 
+: Which we be this Gift was brought as che ; 
eat Proof of, by Peter, Alis ii, 33. for he ; 

o 

4 


«//{ays, therefore being by the Right Hand exalted, 
6. and having received of the Father the Promiſe 
of the Holy Ghoſt, he hath ſhed forth this, 
« which ye now ſee and hear. And what could 
— — 4 — r Proof that he was aſcended on 
c high, ad tir he gave theſe Gifts unte Men ? 
6 As St. Paul lays, Fpbe iv. 8, 95 10, 11. AS 
e ſoon as the Samaritans were converted by Philip, 
ce and were baptized, As viii. 12. the Apoſtles 
ſent down Peter and Jobn to lay their Hands on 
4 them that they might receive the Holy Ghoſt; 
4 and they prayed for them, and laid an Hands 
e on them, and they received the Holy Ghoſt, 
* Hug viii. 14-18. When Paul comes _ Epbe- 
« ſus, and finds certain Diſciples there, he aſks 
them as a Queſtion of Courie, and that he con- 
«. ſtantly aſked of all Diſciples he did not know, 
& Have you received the Holy Ghoſt ? And on find- 
ing they had not, as a thing of Courſe and con- 
6 * . he yt . in the —_ 
4 66. 5 


= * oh 
5 the herd Join; and ahem Is his Hands oft 
Al che Holy Choſt cams upon them 
« And — pub-this Ablttey 
ba bee je har it pears that St. Pad! 
i. had _imparted-che Holy Ghoft te thoſe Chrittians | 
« where he had been; as is plain in the Caſe of the 
& Corinthians, Galatians, Pane, and che 2 57%. 
ſalaniaums. IN; IK 2211 2 a Yo fa: K Fa) 

3: All: che Members of the Chart of Gerinth 
4 ſeem to have had it in g very plentiful Mariner 3 
ce ſince w find F 
_ +. prayed, they propheſied; or, 
in St. Faul s Phraſe, they bleſſed with the Spirit; 


&« I Cer. xiv. 6. They had a Doctrine, they had a 5 


& Tongue, they had a Revtlation, they had an In- 
6&4 n, Ver. 26, inſomuch that he ſays thar 
4. che I eſtimony of Chriſt was confirmed in tem, by 
<. their being enriched by him in all Utterance and 
hall Knowledge, 1 Cor. i. 5, 6; So that they caãme 
6. behind in 0. Gift, Ver. 2. and were not inferior 
f a5 of the other Churches, 4 Cor. Xii 12. 
, This. — .hews; that theſe Gifts were at leaſt 
Altegdent in other Churches. The ſame thin; ap- 
6: pears; from ſuch . Epiſtles to tlloſe Churches! ay - 
_ <obave:: come 40 our Hands. St. Pam the 
% Galatians, Gal. iii. 2. Received ye the \Spirit . 
< by: thi: Warks: of: the as, a the Hearing A 
C ſpel 70 then by j (this. 3: chat th -for the Gert 
e tiles] had received the P of the Spirit 
« through Faith, Ver. 14. and tells them that be- 
« cauſe they are Sons, God hath ſent forth the 
. Spirit of his Son into their Hearts, Chap. iv. 6. 
« He tells the Epbęſſans, Chap. i. 13, 14. That 
e after they believed they were | ſealed with the 
„Spirit of Promiſe, which is the Earneſt of our 


— . of ahi? 


yu * Gifrs, and the 3 bert. to whom. ** 


„ 


a) 


were given, Chap. ivw. 5—1g. and As de E. 
12 pbeſians not grieve this A 2 Wien Whey : 


« were fedled unto the Day of Redem 


“ ſpeaks:of it as the Enjo yment of de eee 
4 Chap. it, 16. Paul 1 the Philippians by 


e the Conſolation of Chriſt, the Comfort of Love, 
and the Fellowſhip: of the Spirit, i. e. by an 
< of the Gifts of the Spirit that were oommon 10 
« them, Pbil. ii. 1. He tells the 2. beſſalonians that 


<< the Goſpel came not to them in Word only, but | 


« alſo in Power and in the Holy Ghoſt, Chap. 1.5% 


<< Peter plainly refers to theſe Gifts, 1 Pet. i. 12. 


< for he ſays that it was revealed to the Prophets 
| . of old, that not unto themſelves but unto them 


« of this Age: They did miniſter the things chat 
<< were reported unto them, by them that preached - 


<<. the Goſpel unto them, with the Holy Ghoſt ſent 
% down from Heaven. And he afterwards gives 


this Exhortation (which ſuppoſes theſe Gifts to 


s have been very common) ( hap. Iv. 10, 11. 4 
* every Man hath received che Gift, even ſo mini- 
«.. ſter the ſame, as faithful Stewards: of the mani- 
« fold Grace of God. If any Man ſpeak; let him 
6. << as the Oracles of God; if any Man mini- 


er, let him do it as of e err Nn T 


1 
g. St. Joby tells thoſe he writes to, ee 11. 20: 
< to-ſhew. them in how little Danger they were of 
being deceived under the faireſt Pretences, that 


«they had an Unction from the Holy One I Chriſt, 


* called the Holy One, whoſe Spirit the Holy 
* Ghoſt was] and ye know all "things, 5. e. all 
things neceſſary to be known: And afterwards 


Ihe ſays, this anointing which you have received 


« of. him, abideth in you : And ye need not that 
4 any Man teach you, but as the ſame anointing 
teacheth you all things, and is Truth, and is no 


r. bye, Ver. 27. And he adds, * 5 


„ that 
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he 


"$a © 
gothat weidwttbin him, and he in us, becauſe 


e Sti Fw »\directs+ all thoſe he writes. to, that 
ildi — p in their moſt holy Faith, 
* Ghoſt, Ver. ao. 


44 
4 they 
fe ar}. 
6 Spiritg n Con, Ni. 15. 

And Sr. James dots not only peak of the 
6 Prayer of Faith 
Oil im the Name of the Lord, the. Elders ſhall 


4 heal the dick) : but of the Exrzcrvar TRVNT 
„% PRA VN Or THE RIGHTEOUS, as we tranſlate 


it [or the imwrought, or inſpired Prayer of the 
4 Righteous, as it would be better rendered, Gr.] 
« which availeth much, Fame3 v. 14, 13. and 


77 . ſome few 
„but common among them. | 


F 


eee 


any Probabilit Te- that . * 


«ſome wi — i >, A112 
« —— thus the Apoſtles conferred the Holy 


« Ghoſt only on the Biſhops, Preſpyters, and Dea- 
„ cons, or on Paſtors 3 — and Elders, as 
« a diſtinct Order of Men from the Brethren or Be- 


ñlieveis, don't reatli the Scriptures with that Free- 
«© dom from the Pre 


4 or modern Practice, which becomes the Diſcip les 


« of Chriſt ; much leſs with that Knowledge of he 


State of things in the Times of the Apoſtles, 
« vhich they — have who will make themſelves 


„ Maſters of them. He that reads them without Pre- ; 
+. judice, and with this previous Preparation, will 
4 undoubtedly ſee, that there were many Churches 


* *. without any ſuch Orders of Men in them, This 


[41 is 


& hach given us of his Holy Spirit; Chap. iv. 13. 


uu calls/praying minen * 


(by which the anointing with  . 


did not confer theſe Gifts on 
4 all Believers, 8 they came; I deſire he would 
46. eee or ny 


of modern Syſtems, 


— 8 


n 


=. is owneil nom by thote, obs cap te iwoft 


«. fiercely For ſuch Orders: der. Nude d 
e ae: Sacend. 2 
. nd Vf. and they vill $ce ca. ehe due Gif 
<<: were con on ton many t ale them to 
viſappoſe, that all an whom they: were conferrect 
2 were of the Clergy; unleſs they will make them 
all of the: CN and: bree lea dem an 
„ Laymen 40 exetriſe them -ũ9.. 
Thus it foerns to me the Gifts of the Holy 
„ Ghoſt were ordinarily; confrried by the _ 
e the Hands of _ Apoſtles, and that the 
0 laid them on all Baurnvazss: wn 
THEY. 3 2 O NOτ OTHERS); | oo as . 
i In excuſed this long Quotation 
— — — down the 
Effay from whence re is . my Pogo: Hall | 
exceedingly a e to my, Purpoſe: 
therefare now « che remathang:. Fart of the | 


Proportion laid down: 3 wats role roi tg „ 


And in order to qirocend with the utmoſt Regus 
1 and Caution upon the opening and hhuftrats 
: n de Pare of che Bubje, I mall Ly 1 11880 2 33 
Furt, "Explain the Import: vf the Tems:Holy 
and What it was 30 he: dupeincd. tin it. 
Secondly,: To whom the Promiſe or Aſſurance 


j 


| 


Lo 


ef being 1 wich it ee eee 


Amen 4 ACTI i ihn 

2 The Thing den iris aubdbt — 
couches Chriſt: baptized with the Holy Ghoſt 
thoſe whom John and: himſelf had ne _ 
miſed ſnould be baptized with itt. 
Tei then, L prvpofg to! erplain th ;Jinpart of 
the Terms Holy: Ghoſt; and being buptized with it 
und with: Fire.” And here I prefunae Iſhatl not be 


expoſed to any very great Niffinuity in er 
oſt every ane is 


kee true Meaning of it, ' fince alm 
_— is che Spirit of God: That fave Spir 
by 


A.. ns een A PO; = ee e i. tn 3 6 
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e mth rv Fran . 


truly. "ater, but ye fhall bt baytized' 
a . Sol S0 not meny Days hence. Bat y 


ſhall receive Poovr after thit te Holy Ghoſt income: 


ou. Chap. ii. I-45 TEL Chap. viii. 142276 
8 Chap. xi. 16, 17. Chap. xix. fi. 


Having 
true Import of the Terms Holy ball, ant Being: 


| the ſecond. —— he war 3 


ſranding it was, a Promiſe — 2 — 90 


ticularly. mage, — And here I. 


re Ghana) mpüch-, 
as Vii. 29, 30. yet co 

— it; was:to. be only on t to hom it wa 
deſigned of God, or indeed wich C 


| n. 

I=R - carry in them the Nature of 4 Pro- 

m 18, ink. too evident to need Proof, 

eſpecially conſidering, — 
— — bi 

lolk,on lompof 7 s Piſciples, after his Af 


Was ſpoken, 3 they became John's Diſei 


or nat, -were-aat_baptized-with» the Holy. Ghehm 


included in the Promiſe, needs, I preſume no 
Proof, it being almeſt a ſelf-evident Truth: Inaſ- 
2 as all thoſe-wha became not abus Diſciples 
during his Miniſtry, could —— — the pre- 
— — Lord, t af- 


terwards becom the Diſciples of-© and hen | 
ö —_ 0 equally Heiss of the — | 


_ there- 


faid ſufficient, I preſume, to expilain the 
baptized toith it aud with: Fire; I came now, in 


That the Words in Nd ne ak; i 


that we have the certain Ar. i | 


hat all -the Fervs to whom ie i 


— 
— 
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r n aan. 
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nd ma - 
Anne r — I —_ — 


r 
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— 
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"al no RANG In it, or juſt: Buys 
cheat ep een r B 


x2: am: far from affirming that even . $2 FR r wa: 


Diſciples had any clear © Conception of the N — 
or. Ends of this Baptiſm: But this could not ra- 
7 tionally weaken their Faith in the Promiſe as really 

coming from God, of enervate their e 
of. its.Conſummation.” ' - © N 
That it could · not be Ages 28 4 Prem made 


to all the Jeus indifcriminately, who barely at-? | 


tended upon bis preaching,” is further evident, be- 
cauſe he calls many of them a'Generation of Vi- 


Er and exhorts them to bring forth-Fruits meet 
1 Sc. and that many of them our 


Eord àſſured, rejected the Council of God againſt 
— not being baptized with the Baptiſm 
of John. Theſe Fews, and all others who acted like 
them, it is indiſputably plain could not be intitled to 
this Promiſe, ſeeing hey rejected, inſtead of embrae- 


ing, John's Goſpel, here called 5% Council of Cd. 


It therefore follows, I preſume; that this Pro- 
riſe could belong only to his Diſciples; in. Exclu- 


ſron of all others as mere Jetvs, i. el all his ſincerr 


Diſciples: For there is not the leaſt imaginable” 
Room to ſuppoſe it was a partial Promiſe, made 


to ſome, in Excliion of edu, who Was ak, ; 


ſincere. 


This Suppoſition canmot poſſibly. bare 7 other 


Evidence to prove it true, than a mere arbitrary 
Aſſertion, as there is not the leaſt Proof in the * 
ture to ſupport it: And therefore, if made, can 
have no Weight to an attentive-diſcerning Mind. 
But though the Nature of the Promiſe leads our 


Thoughts to conclude, with an high Degree of 


— ir belonged to all GE whoa 
0 18 
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os hy to 2 ear ws] oh over 
ne Fav ee wax Chrift at the! deus 
Meſſub. For thoſe'who't nend 
Faith, or turned out in their Conduct injmoral and 
vicious of-Conſequeiice*dilqualified' themielves for 


ready advanced, in Part, in Relation to reg wn 
De ado Faith ps — ol 
Daſs of the Unbelieving Fows:”! a'tHhern 

backe again into their former Bina would; no Doubt, 
as eſſectually deprive them of the Enjoyment of it, 
as the ther e 'theirrenouncing Faith in'Chrift. 
I-own-Ffrankly;2chs Serijte *Ix put "ym 

owineche' Promile, -Gur A 


4 Eon ett E 1 3 
,\thar this Promiſe could not belor 1 wap 
— eee e pel 
Diferple oby theBapti/h, 
include ml evo Promiſe mad 


| ſoverin 
ſerys. n 


Th e ng. what I have es f 
"what": propoſed, at \/eaft: 10 render big hly- proba 

Lam ndt unapprehenſive it may be objected by 
marry” 2 —— . Wl ror almoſt 
my is Built, were gene- 
ral Expreſſions made to che Neuss, of what the Meſ- 
flah ſboald:accompliſifome Time v : ſhould 


come, on ſome Perſons; but ir cannor'well be un- 


derſtobd to be a Promiſe deſign 
. 12 


this. Baptiſm, n hath Been al- 
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withourextdnding my Views to ou Lord's Miniſtry,” 
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ture of, a Promiſe. But however lax- the W 


may be ef e ben Promiſes: t they n 
. ee Pr a 
= Act the I? va, at b. ut 


turgl Meaning 


quite unintel Ta 1 2 var? 


themſelves, to us who have them explained by 2s 
Conſummation.— But it ia: to be T0 
ſerved in iche Words that it is not beraly ſkids 


Hall hapiize with the Holy: Ghoſt 3 but he el bap- 5 
tize vo WITH THE: Hoby Grosr. Had che th 
be en of - Expreſſion made uſe of — | 


Berl, I fragkly own there would have been 
'orce in the Objection z. as there wobld- then 


which. Nas built, much leſs 
peſtigations, on this umrodden Suh 5 
now? Becauſe this Promiſe, or 

tion of John's, of What Chriſt would gy — 
then have been expreſſed in ſuch indzinist Terms, 
as to have leſt no 


LARLY APPLICABLE: TO Johx's DiSErpbE%: Tuben, 
as natural an Interpretation; of them would have 


— 4 — they had only an Alluſon to thoſe who 


ed :WHh: it on the 3 | 
7 . Penttcoft 


own. carry . 
— 
fu ⸗ 


clear and ſnbſtantial Data, upon 
meſe In- 
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. terminate Clue by which. to di- 
rect us to fix on the Meaning of them as pe: 
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n order tas become: His: cet brift w 
| i Foo, be but he muſt decreaſe 47 — But I facher 
preiu | | "_- 
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and even now, would have” thought lit (and 3 | 
too) a moſt inexplicable Conduct, and by no Views 
to be reconciled to his Character, or the Practice 
of the Jets. And yet they are pertectiy arallel, 
becauſe they are allowed of, i. e. Circ n and | 1 
Baptiſm, nay, pleaded tr," to be equally alike . 
Tinting! Rites, adminiſtered only to-Heathen Pro- = 
ſelytes, antecedent to his Minty: And therefore, 
what may be juſtiy thought of, would be quite un- 
areounta ble, ſuppoſing he chad adthiniftered the 2 At 
ter, muſt de edel Tirong nn 


vice 5 1 
5 HFad 


|  - only to Heathens, and'prattifed Baptiſin 
da ui Moralift; dete would. -have been in Ap- 


: Pearance- 
There can poſſibly: be a it now: 
„chen, chat Solution-ofi it wouldbe loaded — this 
inſuperab 
I accounted for, | namely; che Omiſſion gf - Cincum- 
Wee, as; acknowleged'to be inſeparably connefied 
with Baptiſm, as making up one initiating! Rite 
into Jada m. Becauſe it is 
that Samen, 2 8 an me 0 
Appointment, 75 practiſ them 
1 "Y at that Time; and yet it is e, 
_ſtrable as any negative Part of his Conduct can 
poſſibly be, chat Circumciſion was no Part 
of his Doctrine or P And therefore, as he 


. and practiſed Baptiſm, excluſive of the 
other, it 9 the <xceeding Singularity of 


the Conduct, and thereby renders the / accounting 
For. it rationally much more difficult AIs there can 


be no probable Evidences prged. to proye the Re- 


ſon why he ſhould aſſume a Conduct ſo apparently. 
nant to the cominon Sentiments and Practice 


ofa Few hut farther, the Suppoſition itſelf, that 
he ſhould preach only to Heathens, is not 2 | 
alle, 


unprecedented. one in a mere Few, but really 
as his whole Miniſtry-was-devored-to the Reforma- 
.tion of only Jews. I mean, it was ſuch upon the 
fame Kind of Evidence that proves him to be a 
Jew, or even that he ever exiſted; and, therer 
fore, can never, I preſume, account for the whole 
Conduct, or, indeed, any Partiof it... 
But I add, as what farther inhances the Sinn 
larity of his Conduct, and renders it much more 
inexplicable, or leſs reconcilable with his ry xp 
as only a Jewiſb Moraliſt, is, his adminiſtering it 
eres 125 the Remiſſion of Sins: Unleſs, indee 


much more Propriety in the Conduct than g 


le Difficulty, by no Means to be ratienal- 


OY 


oy 


3: becauſe in Heathens thus — ol 


with I ink to. be Sinners, 
e r 
Foreigners, Strangers to the Covenant 

miſe: And therefore ſu upon ſuch a Sub- 


miſſion, to e 0d, and incorporated 
amongſt his People as Jews. ' But theſe two States 
no Jew meonkel" Gem {elf to be in, I mean 
as parallel with that of an Heathen 3. or, at leaſt, if 
he thought himfelf to be a Sinner, he would / 
conclude, that Baptiſm was not a Means appoint 
desen but inf oft, would july 7 — 
ven; in it, wou r, 
that there were Means du 1! for his being rein- 
ſtated in his Favour, the Eneouragement the 
Law and the Prophets gave him upon i un. | 
tance, and a more punctual 'Obe- 
dience for: future —And had Joby urged this, 
the Dedtind of the Laan the Prophets} ex- 
cluſive of Baptiſm, for tlie obtaining Remiſſion of 
Sins, he would have appeared quite in Character; 
and as ſuch the Writers of the Hiite of his Life, 
would, no Doubt, have repreſented him. And 
therefore, even in this View. of it, as what is the 
| moſt plauſible Method of reconciling it with that 
of a mere Jewiſb Moraliſt, there appears ſo much 
Repugnancy and Contrariety in his preaching and 
Conduct, according to the preceding Repreſenia- 
tion given of it, 3. e. the Ends of Baptiſm (as is 
. confelied was . practiſed by the Jews) as one of its 
Appendages,” viz. 9 of Sins, 1 


Ge) 


extremely difficult to Mconeile and render it oo] 


ſiſtent with his ſuppoſed Character. And it is 


equally ſo, from vat hath been proved, in his uni- 


formly inſiſting upon Repentance to precedt Bapr 


tiſm, and Remiſſion of Sins, as conſequent upon a 
Compliance with both. That this was the Nature 
and Connection of them in his Doctrine and Prac- 
tice, hath been proved to be at leaſt highly prob- 


able; much more ſo, I preſume, than tht contrary 
do it can be.— Here again, I imagine it will be im- 
poſſible ever to prove that the Jes always made 


uſe of it to their Proſelytes, in this Connection as 


Fohn did. If this cannot be proved as highly 
probable, as I am perſuaded it cannot, there ariſes 


an additional Obſtruction in the Way, in render- 


ing the Conduct to be rationally accounted for, 


as conſiſtent with itſelf, or the Facts recorded of ; 


him. 


But what ſtill farther augments the Difficulty in | 
' reconciling this Part of his Conduct with his ſuppoſed 
Character, is, that he ſhould practiſe and inſiſt up- 


on the Obſervation of à Rite for the obtaining Re: 


miſſion of Sins, that was to a Jew (and J add, even 
to an Heathen) abſolutely needleſs, and unapt to 


the End pr 


Circumciſion for the Remiſſion of Sins. And that 
it would have been ſo, appears evident from this 


moſt apparent Reaſon, zz. becauſe the Encourage- 


ment the Law and the Prophets gave them, as the 
Voice of God, was more effectually adapted for 
that End, even in their own View of it, than they 
could poſſibly conceive Fobn's Baptiſm could be: 
As they muſt know it could be, at beſt, only an 


human, and not a divine Inſtitution, and which 
h ES | ps” they | 


opoſed, as what was not only unautho- 
rized by the Old Teftament, their Rabbies, and their 
uniform Conduct, but which alſo run diametrically 
counter to them all; as much fo, as for him to have 
cut off the Skin of the Great Toe, and called it 


LN he anleſs he had. been a an * or "Eno. 
thuliaſl he Rh not poſſibly have fixed upon one * 
than the other, as they would. both have nan 
rally obſtructed the Þ and Succeſs: of his 
DoArine, by loading it with 4 negdleſs, nay, for- 
| bidden Service to g Jem. But be appears, by che 
Hiſtory, of his Life, o be neither af them. And 
had he acted thus as quite an Otigipal in it. the se 
would. not have ſubmitted t it, eſpecially the 
N and Phariſees, who (at leaſt) came to his 
ptiſm, if they did not ſubmit. to it It is trifling | 
to 0 big to the Forse of this Compariſon, by — 1 Y 
ing that Baptiſm was Rite by them, and 
the other was not; Seeing they, were equally. alike | 
unprecedented. and tenugnant Actions in a 2 ta 
Jews, | he practiſed. it: And, equally bs 
wee At. 5 to A it, or ves ak IS 
to ſubmit to it, eſpecially as metamorp 6 
him, and for thoſe Ends which he inſiſted on were 
to be obtained. by it.— And the only Reaſon why 
they did ſubmit to it, ſeems moſt apparently to h 
built on his aſſumiagl (and their aſſenting to it) not 
barely the Character me a Few Moraliſt, but that 
of a prophetic. one. This is.proyed in Part from; 
the Ovettion they prapound to him, hen they:ſay,. - 
Why baprizeſt thon then, if thou be not that 9 8 
nor Flias, neither that Prophet? As John i. 29. 
That is, if thou art not a real Prophet, 5 : 
thority haſt thou to baptize, or to baptize Jews ?, - 
( (ſuppoſing they really thought it no Impropriet * of "4 
"A" to derer Heathen Proſelytes.) They ap- 


2 Pear 


ark. ate, if he was not @' Prophety and, 


8 Serbe is a ſtrong Proof, either that it was never 
| adminiſtered. amongſt: them Fier 3 it, or 


not before him to 798. 
ferences demonſtrably ariſes from the Nature of the 
jon, if there is any Propriety in it. For hadd it 

been a Rite uſually practiſed amongſt chem, either 


d Proſelytes, or on Fews, there is ſo far from be- 
ing any Propriety in it, chat it really Uh WS | 


ing in it worth attending to. 


ut whar a 303 alla-4 laterprenition, 


that the Jews wholly reſolved the Authority he had 


to baptize, and the Propriety of it, into his pro- 


phetic Character, is the Queſtion our Lord 
pounded to much the ſame fort of Perſons Ja, 
converſed with ; which was, I betber the Baptiſm 
ef John was from Heaven, or of Men] as Matth. 
xXi, 25.—Upon which they deliberated after the 
following Manner: J we Jhall ſay from Heaven, 


be wil ſay unto us, Why did ve not "then believe. 
vim? That is, we ſhall ſtand ſelf condemned in 


not being ſubject to it, as enjoined by God, whoſe 
Servant we and all the People own 2 to be, and 
as ſuch practiſes this Rite; and therefore we will 
not own its Derivation from God. — And if we 
it is of Men, we fear the People; for this Real n, 
ecauſe all Men bold John as 4 genuine Prophet ;— 
That is, if we affirm, or ſay it is of Men, it is de- 
nying his prophetic Character; or at leaſt the Peo- 
ple, whom we are afraid of being ſtoned by, if we 
aſſert it, will ſo underſtand it. In this Dilemma 
then, in order to avoid either of theſe Conſequences 
falling on us, we will anſwer, though a direct Falſe- 


hood, that we cannot tell. Now had Fobn not been 


4. Prophet, or eſteemed ſuch by them; or that the 
Baptiſm he adminiſtered had been of a prior Date, 
as in uſe amongſt them; * would have been, 


on 


1 


to queſtion che Authority) 


Rage of, the 2 or; 

Rog nh nt by 5 
from Men, and. dot rom 
could not p ly. ba 
fearing el 


i prophetic C d by 1 ha 
denied, or even come. into queſtipn.—— e che 
contrary, it would have been, inſt ad. of it, a Aer 
Falſhood, not to haye owned | at it was of Men, 
and mot from Heaven. e F «as 
For let it be parti n the Foun: 
dation upon Which our Lord ps Ban the Queſ- 

tion, was not whether he preached and practiſed 

rlan (as before «Jews Rte) by divine Died ae | 
No t, or not? ut it was this, w. as 
| 2 — * from. whence Gd ir derive Inkl as Ri 

u, prectiſed by him 2. Was! it from Jobn, as the Origin 

ve of it, whoſe, prophetic Character vu on? It. it 
was, it Was 1098, | 5 $.It. 1 10 f 01 
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(as 
925 Jens are builr, | 


ſeems al 


>. Exciation of chat 17 57 
2 dan the ealan 


z and. conkequently © 
neral acquieſced in it 


A 2 2 it as a pew Rite, 
G 3 was 


4%) 


wah Utively:Eauiddd--wpon Weir ful'PerſuaBion of 


his being @ genuine Ero het ef God: This ſhews 
With great and Foree'6f Ar ument;/th(t 

it was not prattifed amongftthi Prior to John's 

Miniſtry; at lea Dy Jews „„ ee e 
But I add further; in Reldtiori to Baptiſn, tat 


ſuppoſing Jobn of hipnſelf really accommodated 
this mere traditionary Rite to his Religion 'of Nat 
ture; I aſk, How could he àͤ 4 Mun of -Integy 
(at leaſt he was ſo in Appearante) with” the le 
Confiftency have aſſured any of the Nemiſſion of 
Sins in ſubmitting to it, upon Repemtance ? Or if 
he had, it is highly abſurd to ſuppoſe (ar that Time 
eſpecially) that-the'Fetvs wouldhave fuflen in with it 
in their Obedience; it being utteriy oppoſed, asT have 


obſerved, to their prevailing Sentiments and Practice 


- the adminiſterin of thi Rite; ally confider- 

„that he laid no'Streſs-in his Bering 

| : the ceremonial Obſervations'or Sactifices for Sin, 

| intments of the Law, which — Jer 
Nis lat e 


l extremely tetacious. The 1 15 Rite com · 


| Hained in his preaching «nd-Condat; for the eb. 
taining Remiſfion of Sins, was Baptiſm, upon prior 
Repentance. — Such: Conduct as dis in am, as 


a mere ei Moraliſt, none ſure who are even but 
tolerably well at acquainied with their Bigotry for cere- 
monious Apen tan ever rationally ſuppoſt 
they wauld embrace, eſp pecially ſuch Multitudes as 
ackually did. — This believe can neuer be made to 
quadrate by any Means wich his ſuppoſed Character. 
or it mu rp eee really of a Pieee, that 
he muſt highly preſume upon the common Sent. 
ments of the Jews, as now ſuppoſed” to be ſuch, 
viz. that Remiſſion of Sins was obtainable by theit 
Proſelytes, in ſubmitting to it, or elſe aſſert a real 
Fialſhood; and which muſt be ſuch, tven fu ppofing 
that was their common Notion — Be- 
cauſe it is by: no — to > be reaſonably aged 


. 


any 
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ot . del bes 0 
mere ou tion, it could not — 5 t 
cater ſalu 1 . 


forming Vice in a great P 
dangerous proce if in veſted with deſpotic 


Power. And NG is no reaſonable 
ſuppoſe that, n — 


which was by no Means. adapted to en Farce. 


Changer, than this—Andrthat i his | 


don of Heaven in t Hand. - Thü ia, 1 
i i | | as the other ; and. 


| IE = 


reater chan any or ajl 
their numberle! nies could, which 
1 en Commandments. of Ged of none Re 
by their Traditions.—And therefore his aſſuring t em 


au Succeſs of it, would he, ſo far as he could pe: 
 netrate into the Councils of God;-a real Falſhe . 


ut that Conſequence, true, by no Means 
rates with t - Hiſtory of his Life, f in the Facts 


Ben of him as a Jew: Moraliſt. This muſt 


ſuxely, to every candid Judge, appear to be quite 
out of Character + penal for &. virtuous Man 
ale f and chat he was „ 
rity, appears as unden true, as 
Tat 2 5 — an Orator, or that Iulius Ceſar Was 
an Emperor: Becauſe he died à Martyr for re- 
where up Oba 


Ground to 
would aſſert what he had indeed juſt and 
Reaſon to conclude, muſt be à direct F 


Beauty to his Doctrine, but only to yrs it with! 


an utterly Appendage. Lo account for! 


ſuch a Conduct as chis in a rational Man (and-ſi 


he a- appgars to be) is beyond the Skill) 6 
any but th > who! can account for a cher der 
e moſt natural and j „ 


But further, there ĩs another Pars gt big: p tri 00 


which can be no mofe reconciled: 3 


colon N therefore 


= _—_ A -& — 
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2. which hath been already ci 
it is equally ſo, i: e. inexplicable,” 
we ſußppoſe he affixed to the Terms. For if he 
meant by it the Kingdom of the Meſſiah, as wat 
the Jews all looked for at that Time, yet er 
there is not the leaſt Proof that R 
Baptiſm for the Remiſſion of Sins, was oh 
neceſſary to enter into it, as a common Sentiment 


8 


inſiſted on, as preparatory to it; for it is plain he 
ſo inculcated it, 80 1 5 Numbers of the Jets ſo 


conceived of it, rtue of his 7 preaching, and; 


in Conſequence © it, conformed to them. But 
there appears not the leaſt Foot · ſteps in the moſt 


authentic Records we have, that this was, prior to 
his Miniſtry, a prevailing 8 t * oh 


them, or even ſuggeſted by Ay of Wer ume _ 
Prophets. And therefore I aſk; How: could he con- 
ſiſtently, nay eyen poſſibly, with his ſuppoſed Cha- 


racter, aſſign that as a Rellon for it, 1. e. that Men 
ſhould 7 ee becauſe the Kingdom of Heaven was 


at Hand? — Or ſuppoſing it really had been ſuch, 
and countenanced b 


Jes muſt look upon him only as what he was, 
they would not have fallen in with and patronized 


it with their general Conduct, 1750 farther than — 


Rat f. was conſonant wi 
uttably calculated to reform ork national Te, 
Becauſe, as they would not Have'owned him a true 
Prophet, ſo of Conſequence, all prophetie Declara- 
tions made by him concerning the Kingdom of God, 
would have been treated, by them at leaſt, rather 
as an idle T. ale, than worth attending to. And 
_ conſequently, in their View of him; It would haye 
- diminiſhed, ' inſtead of raiſing — ommen 

- his Character to their Approbation; eſſ 


bing the recent Examples they! had ye 


zerefore, 1 no Means be reconciled with it. 
That be did thus preach, is your from Mb. H. 
1 ſtated —And * 


y-'their Prophets, yet as the 


4 «© _ 
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<W- & e of che KI 10 
dom o ven but . is demon- 
firably * therefore, af mere Jews, they 
thought themſelves completely qualified'to be owned. 
of the Meſſiah their King; when he did come, whom 
rere in great Expectation of, to reign -er 
chem en the Throne of: his Father David But 
© ks \ WOE 1] CABYP" © for the Remifſiow of 
Sus id 8 nee ſuppoſed by them as netefſary'to © 
Be complied with, becauſe that was at Hand, Dat 
But bat ain farther ihkances the- Difficulty of 


cee 


reconciling! fuppeſed” Character wich his 
"Den duct, is, that he ſhould 7 
on a Belief in "the Meſhah 66 0 me, 


as abfolutely 

neceſſary to be aſſented to by all thoſe: —— 

believe in his Doctrine, and fuitably obey it. Ah 

this he-urged propels Nero Parr of his-p 

to the People, as a Truth of ortance to 
'be — thoſe who would become. his Di. 


2 + Lea of ie privy-to his Miniftrys' and 
"which, "indeed, had no more to do with his ſup- 
ö er, - than for him to have urged 


in the leaſt affeRed Wich ſuch a Belief or Non- Be- 
lief, no more than the Belief of him upon his De- 
1 to be but five, and not ſix Feet high. 
; An n 


; Lan 9 


* 


ly,- this Part of his preaching, as 


(96) 
pan gert ha any amore ac gounted for, or reconciled 
to his ſuppoſed Character, N e e | 
ready EN af, on 4 5 | 
...Bationce more I add,, 8 whatgn 5 
the preceding Arguments, in Deaf! that his ſup- 
poet Characters 2 be rationally accounted 
Vis, thatoPart of his Goſpel; or ꝓreaching, con- 
ſiſted in aſſuring the Pale that as he had baptized 
them with Water, ſo . gertainiy would the Perſon be 
Feretold tbem af, bapiize them with the Holy Ghoſt 


3 


and with Fire, Here 1 it mult, be every 
ingenuous and imp jal, Mind, chat hie —— 
his Doctrine is as little to be accounted for in him, 


as though he had preached or declarad that the Mie. 
| Lahiwould act come, as he did the Oppolite to it; 
it being as remote from the national E on of 
the Jeu as the former. And 2 
phets, how well or juſtly ſoever they had under- 
ſtood. them, as really pointing out Chriſt in their 
proper:Senſe} yet even in them, there is no Data 
40 collect ſuch an exotic Sentiment qut of, den to 
Jeu But it is more unaccountable 40 ſuppaſ 
any one of them ſhould. inſiſt upon. it, conſidering 
that. aun of theirtharing clear ang. juſt Concep- 
bl * what pointed, out Chriſt 
to be the: gehumne Meſtah when he came. And, 
therefore, this ſtrange. Gonduct in Jois could onl 
ariſe (if that is morally poſſible) from his own weak 
and bewildered Imagination. - Hereithen Jobnmult ö 
preſume, not only without, any. Data to build ſo 
nunacoountable a Notion u Der the 0 
: Declaration itſelf in his; | 


quite foreign to the uniform Notion of. the 9 
Nation: And the -Aſſertion itſelf, as thus: oppoſed. 
to their Expectation of Chriſt, muſt be extremely 
weak and trifling, as quite unapplicable to his ſup- 
* and.by no Means can be made to 


coincide 


he-acts | 204 eil Mer 101 
1 9 'renders:;jv - «par | 
conti is, thut ic could not pon OT 
View ofthe" ith" have a 
Appearance of Truth inſt, — in the eaſt cab 
cutated/or my add any/ Beuuty or Force to 
his Dottring; Character; but; d 
ſtieuck f. —— excites Suſpicions, either of 
| Enchuſiaſhniior Inipoſture;— Thar neicher of chk 
End *codldibe feed: Declaration is evi- 
dent i becdafe, us he could” not have: been owned 
by dhe as Aten Prophet, they would not have 
Paid ug Regatd co then Ni 10 er 
Oonſidering u a 3Fewiſo"Marabft mY 
not db be ab fory hem be fhouid rale do 
a Declaration}: and inſiſt an it at true, ſu 
bim to — Aden —— the 001 


baden — 


— nab — Surry ie | 

SES there ib —— Method: hi,, 
ann de fixed-on((oxdfufive:ofcowning his pte 
Charatter) that cu rationally; ee A 5 
Heclaratiott hit was us foreign to a Jews Mint 

to expect would be fulfilied bythe Meſſiah 4 | _ | 
— keycartie} ond ener ape 0 
ly obſurve this laſt C 


would: ia 
when we duly conſider his hole Miniſtry: _ 
— — e is _— I, 


io — 1 — 
Character; and che great 


rene. 


" And. 


Miſtake-ofthe | a 5 
5 erde ee W 


for this Declaration of obs, Thar ri foul 4 | 
 ſumptive'P thy / u., bus,” 1 
. IT; — any e 2055. hf 
7 Theſe Fer dtn Go of his D oft . xe no 
Notice of; under arp 4 ces 0 ſy 
laſt, are, in the irreconcileable 
with his fuppoſed Character 6 ow; and, indeed, 
quite foreign to the Sentiments of all the ems; 
and which had no more Connection with his Doc: 
trine as a mere Jewiſh Moraliſt, than that he ſhould; 
have Urged Salt- Water, inſtead- of freſh; to be eſ . 
ſetitial to: the Forgiveneſs of their Zins in | 
or that, when the Mefiah did) come, he would be 
a ſhort, and nat a tall Man. Nays: they are really 
beyond accounting for in him as a u, an the Ori- 
ginoof them; "EG Sar he ſhauild with Con- 
Shence: and uſſert them to he:true.—Who-: 
ever has Faith enough to believe that he could have: 
invented all theſe things taken Notice! of under this 
_ Corollary, and ated as he really didias a mere 
Daun muſt beer ene Shave of Sith indeed: 
r, eving that: e wei 4 
geinſt it, but very few;: Tany, in Favour of it 
TFheſe two:Caſes ate, I imagine, nd very far from 
being parallel ones ; they being Inſtances, 
a ſtrong Faith exerciſed — (not built on) the 
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